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Indigenous Land

• Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe

• Narragansett Indian Tribe

• Nipmuc Nation

• Pokanoket Nation

Needs Assessment Report Figure 6: Regional 
Indigenous Lands (Native Land Digital 2021)

Centuries of careful land 
stewardship with close ties 

to the river



• 2 years & 8 meetings

• 140 ppl, 40 orgs

• 11 govt agencies

20 
priorities



A Shared Watershed with Shared Goals

Enhance WQ monitoring

Enhance use of GI

Manage water chestnut

Equitable access to waterways Create fish passage over dams

Enhance aquatic connectivity



blackstonecollaborative.org

Over 120 organizations working 
together to ensure a healthier and 
more resilient Blackstone River 
Watershed by addressing our 
industrial past, ongoing 
urbanization, and the impacts of 
climate change.

Meet monthly; all are welcome!



Blackstone 
Watershed

•48 miles long

•Drops 438’

•475 square miles

•39 communities

•2 states

•Many tribes



America’s Hardest Working River

Slater Mill, America's first water-powered cotton-spinning 
mill in Pawtucket, RI (c.1790)



While Water Quality Has Improved,                               
Challenges Are Expanding…

2017 State of Narragansett Bay and Its Watershed: Summary Report
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…& Climate Change Exacerbates Impacts & 
 Is Central to Our Mission



EJ Mapping tool: https://tinyurl.com/4mb7mfkz

• Heat islands

• Flooding impacts

• Tree cover

• Asthma rates

• Water quality

Figure 7 from Needs Assessment Report 

Impacts Are Compounded 
& Not Felt Equitably



Supporting Local Planning



Public Education on Stormwater & CSO



Connecting Students with Priority Local 
Organizations & Issues



Supporting NBS Statewide & Sharing 
Best Practices



Coordinating in Real Time… 
 Woonsocket Wastewater Overflows



Helping Locally, Representing Everywhere



YOU are making a difference!
Thank you!

Thank you!


