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Indigenous Land

* Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe

e Narragansett Indian Tribe

* Nipmuc Nation

e Pokanoket Nation

Centuries of careful land
stewardship with close ties
to the river

Needs Assessment Report Figure 6: Regional
Indigenous Lands (Native Land Digital 2021)
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* 2years& 8 meetings
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A Shared Watershed with Shared Goals
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blackstonecollaborative.org

Blackstone Watershed
Collaborative

Over 120 organizations working
together to ensure a healthier and
more resilient Blackstone River
Watershed by addressing our
industrial past, ongoing
urbanization, and the impacts of
climate change.

Meet monthly; all are welcome!
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Blackstone
Watershed

*48 miles long
*Drops 438’
*475 square miles
*39 communities
*? states

*Many tribes
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America’s Hardest Working River
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NARRAGANSETT BAY WATERSHED TOPOGRAPHY
HIGHEST ELEVATION [ ~ 1,387 FEET ]

WATER BODIES AND SEA LEVEL

BLACKSTONE
RIVER
BASIN

TAUNTON
RIVER
BASIN

COASTAL

NAREAGAN NARRAGANSETT
i Y BAY BASIN
PAWTUXET

RIVER
BASIN g

COASTAL

NARRAGANSETT
BAY BASIN
SAKONNET
g POINT
0 5 10

— e KilOmelers
— ) Miles

POINT JUDITH 0 28 §

Slater Mill, America's first water-powered cotton-spinning
mill in Pawtucket, Rl (c.1790)



While Water Quality Has Improved,
Challenges Are Expanding...
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Reductions in Nitrogen Loading
2017 State of Narragansett Bay and Its Watershed: Summary Report



..& Climate Change
Impervious al
Y & ‘ surfaces S
increased m E '
temperature ﬁ H@ nutrients
warmer
SSGEIE . Awaters
precipitation 6 ¢ ¢ flashy systems
& flooding
o .
increased
ﬂt[ drought Adrinking water

shortages




: Qg mpacts Are Compounded
2 \A g & Not Felt Equitably

* Jree cover

» * Flooding impacts
» * Water quality
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Figure 7 from Needs Assessment Report ) EJ Mapping tool: https://tinyurl.com/4mb7mfkz




Planning




Public Education on Stormwater & CSO

Catch Basin Mural Project
Worcester, Ma




Connecting Students with Priority Local
Organizations & Issues

Culverts in the Blackstone River Watershed

Sources:

MassGIS, RIGIS, NAACC,
The Marsh Institute, The
Nature Conservancy, EPA
ATTAINS Program

Prioritizing Conservation Action Based on
Habitat Suitability Index Scores of Dams &
Culverts in the Blackstone River Watershed

Coordinate System:

NAD 1983 Massachusetts
State Plane 2001

Dams and Culverts within the Blackstone River
Watershed have been scored on a scale from 1-0
based on proximity to vulnerable habitat and
areas of critical conservation concern. A score of 0
is low priority, and a score of 1 is the highest
priority for conservation efforts to address.

Created by Claudia Buszta
12/08/2022

Sources: N
MassGIS, RIGIS, NAACC, The

Marsh Institute, The Nature

Conservancy, EPA ATTAINS

Program

Coordinate System:
NAD 1983 Massachusetts

State Plane 2001 Hot Spot Analysis

Results
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Supporting N

3S Statewide & Sharing

Best Practices

Watershed-scale Climate
Collaboration (WSC()

Exploring collaboratives across Massachusetts

Mass ECAN
February 16, 2023
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RESTORE
AMERICA’S
ESTUARIES

Statewide

10 Watershed-scale Collaborations

MASS ECAN




Coordinating in Real Time...
Woonsocket Wastewater Overflows

@he Providence Journal

ENVIRONMENT

Sewage discharged from treatment
plant into Blackstone River — again. =
why it ha ppe ned. Joseph Haberek (RIDEM)
0 Alex Kuffner

The Providence Journal
Published 5:-10 am. ET March 3, 2023 | Updated 10:29 a.m. ET March 6, 2023
0O v =

Key Points
m This is not the first time sewage has leaked into the Blackstone river
= RI DEM issued a no-contact advisory for the river

= DEM was preparing to issue the plant a notice of violation before the incident

WOONSOCKET — Johnathan Berard was out for his morning run Wednesday
when he turned onto the Blackstone River Bikeway and was overcome by a strong
odor. |

“Something didn’t smell right,” he said. “It was definitely raw sewage.”

The smell was coming from the opposite bank of the river, where an outfall from
the problem-plagued Woonsocket wastewater treatment plant is located.




Helping Locally, Representing Everywhere
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Project
Planning i iged s
G:;‘ﬂm:‘ More support or sll partners —
More project funding CENTRAL mss.«cuuse*r TS

Sustainable Regional Plannin g Commission

Development

Implement ordinance reform
Support rature-based solutions,

MUNICIPALITY

On the Ground
Projects

Stormwater management.
Finish interstate bike path,
Improve connectaity,
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